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LIMITING DATA SERVICE FOR A HOME
TERMINAL ROAMING NEAR HOME
COVERAGE

BACKGROUND

Unless otherwise indicated herein, the description pro-
vided in this background section is not itself prior art to the
claims and is not admitted to be prior art by inclusion in this
section.

A wireless communication system provided by a wireless
service provider or “carrier” may include one or more cell
sites that define coverage in which the carrier may serve
mobile terminals such as cell phones, wirelessly-equipped
computers, tracking devices, or the like. In particular, the
carrier may operate or otherwise provide one or more base
stations (also known as access nodes, access points, eNo-
deBs, and by other names), each having an antenna structure
and associated equipment arranged to provide coverage areas
such as cells and sectors in which to serve mobile terminals.
Each base station may then include or be communicatively
linked with network infrastructure that provides connectivity
with a packet-switched network such as the Internet.

When a mobile terminal enters into coverage of a carrier’s
cell site, the mobile terminal may engage in an attachment
process through which the terminal registers to be served by
the carrier in that cell site. For instance, the mobile terminal
may transmit an attach request to the base station of the cell
site, and the associated network infrastructure may then
authenticate and authorize the mobile terminal for service.
Further, as part of this attachment process or as a separate
process, the network infrastructure may also assign to the
mobile terminal an Internet Protocol (IP) address that the
mobile terminal can use to engage in packet-data communi-
cation on the packet-switched network. Once the mobile ter-
minal is thus attached and has an assigned IP address, the
mobile terminal may then engage use that IP address to com-
municate via the cell site and network infrastructure with
other entities.

In general, a mobile terminal may subscribe to be served by
a particular carrier known as the terminal’s “home carrier.”
For instance, an owner or operator of the mobile terminal may
enter into a subscription agreement with the carrier, establish-
ing that the carrier will provide the mobile terminal with
wireless communication service in exchange for payment of
specified fee. When the mobile terminal enters into coverage
of'a cell site provided by its home carrier, the mobile terminal
then attach via that cell site and acquire an IP address to
facilitate packet-data communication as noted above. In par-
ticular, the mobile terminal may transmit an attach request to
the base station of the home carrier’s cell site, and network
infrastructure operated by the home carrier may then authen-
ticate and authorize the mobile terminal for service. Further,
as part of that attachment process or separately, the home
carrier’s network infrastructure may assign an IP address to
the mobile terminal for use by the mobile terminal to engage
in packet-data communication. The mobile terminal may then
use that assigned IP address to communicate on the packet-
switched network, via the home carrier’s cell site and the
home carrier network infrastructure.

Although a mobile terminal’s home carrier may strive to
offer wireless coverage throughout a region, however, the
home carrier may not actually operate or otherwise provide
cell sites in all locations throughout the region. To fill in gaps
where the home carrier does not operate or otherwise provide
its own cell sites, the home carrier may enter into roaming
agreements with other carriers, referred to as “roaming part-
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ners” or “roaming carriers.” Under a roaming agreement, a
roaming carrier may agree to have its cell sites serve the home
carrier’s subscriber terminals and to provide connectivity
with the home carrier’s network infrastructure so that the
home carrier can authenticate and authorize the subscriber
terminals and the home carrier’s network infrastructure can
provide the subscriber terminals with packet-data network
connectivity. In accordance with the roaming agreement, the
roaming carrier may then report such usage to the home
carrier and may charge the home carrier for the usage. And the
home carrier may pass that charge along to the service
accounts of the subscriber terminals.

With such an arrangement, when a mobile terminal enters
into coverage of a roaming carrier’s cell site, the mobile
terminal may attach via that roaming carrier’s cell site and
may then engage in packet data communication served by the
home carrier. In particular, the mobile terminal may transmit
an attach request to the roaming carrier’s cell site, and,
because the mobile terminal is a subscriber of the home
carrier, the roaming carrier’s network infrastructure may
responsively signal to the home carrier’s network infrastruc-
ture. The home carrier’s network infrastructure may then
authenticate and authorize the mobile terminal for service
and, as part of that attachment process or separately, may
assign an [P address to the mobile terminal for use by the
mobile terminal to engage in packet-data communication.
And the mobile terminal may then use that home-carrier
assigned IP address to communicate on the packet-switched
network, via the roaming carrier’s cell site and the home
carrier network infrastructure.

OVERVIEW

As a general matter, a home carrier may prefer to have its
subscribers operate in coverage of the home carrier’s net-
work, rather than in coverage of a roaming carrier’s network.
One reason for this is that the home carrier will typically profit
more when the home carrier charges the subscriber for use of
the home carrier’s network and services than when the home
carrier merely passes a roaming carrier’s charges along to the
subscriber. Further, another reason is that, when a subscriber
is roaming, the subscriber may not benefit from full access to
the home carrier’s services and support, which may lead to
poor user experience.

The choice of operating in home network coverage or
roaming network coverage becomes an issue in a region
where both home network coverage and roaming network
coverage are provided. Throughout such a region, there may
be some areas where the home carrier provides coverage and
other areas where the home carrier does not provide coverage
but a roaming carrier provides coverage, and there may be
areas where both the home carrier and a roaming carrier
provide coverage. A specific example of this is a region where
ahome carrier has built out its network with cell sites provid-
ing seamless coverage in most of the region but where there
are some gaps or holes in that home coverage, and where the
roaming carrier provides one or more cell sites that fill in
those coverage holes.

In such an arrangement, a mobile terminal may be close to
coverage of its home network, but because it is in a home-
carrier coverage hole, the mobile terminal may attach with the
roaming carrier’s network. For the reasons noted above, that
result is undesirable.

One way to overcome this problem is to prevent the mobile
terminal from attaching via the roaming carrier’s network in
the first place, when the mobile terminal is in a coverage hole
of the home carrier’s network. For instance, the home carri-
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er’s network infrastructure could be configured to detect that
a mobile terminal is attempting to attach via a roaming car-
rier’s cell site at a location where the home carrier provides
nearby coverage, and to responsively deny authorization for
the mobile terminal to be served, so as to prevent roaming.
This solution could be deemed acceptable on grounds that the
mobile terminal is near home carrier coverage and that the
mobile terminal may therefore soon attach with the home
carrier’s network instead.

A problem with such a solution, however, is that it may
cause the mobile terminal to repeatedly try attaching via the
roaming carrier’s cell site. In particular, when the mobile
terminal seeks to attach via the roaming carrier’s cell site and
the home carrier denies authorization for service, the mobile
terminal may then search for coverage, once again find cov-
erage of the roaming carrier’s cell site, and repeat the process.
Repetition of this process, however, may undesirably burden
the roaming carrier’s network infrastructure, the home carri-
er’s network infrastructure, and the mobile terminal’s battery
life. Therefore, an improvement is desired.

Disclosed herein is a method and system to help better
manage resources when a mobile terminal is roaming while
within a home-carrier coverage hole or while otherwise
threshold close to home carrier coverage. In accordance with
the disclosure, a mobile terminal’s home carrier will deter-
mine that the mobile terminal is being served by a roaming
carrier’s cell site that is threshold close to a home carrier’s cell
site, and the home carrier will responsively assign to the
mobile terminal an IP address that the home carrier is config-
ured to block.

By assigning an [P address to the roaming mobile terminal,
the home carrier may enable the mobile terminal to be served
by the roaming carrier, by causing the mobile terminal to
perceive that IP address acquisition was successful. But by
assigning to the mobile terminal an IP address that the home
carrier is configured to block, the home carrier can advanta-
geously prevent packet-data communication to or from that
1P address while the mobile terminal is served by the roaming
carrier, and thereby help to minimize roaming charges. Fur-
ther, this solution, like that discussed above, could be deemed
acceptable on grounds that the mobile terminal is near home
carrier coverage and that the mobile terminal may therefore
soon transition to be served by a home carrier cell site instead.

Accordingly, in one respect, disclosed is a method of lim-
iting data service for a mobile terminal that subscribes to
service of a home carrier but that is served by a roaming
carrier while near coverage provided the home carrier. In
accordance with the method, the home carrier determines that
the mobile terminal is being served by a cell site of the
roaming carrier and that the cell site of the roaming carrier is
located within a threshold distance of a cell site of the home
carrier. In turn, the method then involves the home carrier
responsively assigning to the mobile terminal an IP address
that the home carrier is configured to block.

In another respect, disclosed is a method of controlling data
service for mobile terminals that subscribe to service of a
home carrier. In accordance with the method, the home car-
rier may receive a signaling message indicative of attachment
of'one ofthe mobile terminals with a cell site, and, inresponse
to the signaling message, the home carrier may make a deter-
mination of whether (i) the cell site is of a roaming carrier
rather than of the home carrier and (ii) the cell site is located
within a threshold distance of a cell site of the home carrier.
Based on the determination, the home carrier may then select
and assign to the mobile terminal an IP address. In particular,
if the determination is affirmative, then the home carrier may
select and assign to the mobile terminal an IP address from a
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pool of IP addresses that the home carrier is configured to
block, but if the determination is negative, then the home
carrier may select and assign to the mobile terminal an IP
address from a default pool of IP addresses rather than from
the pool of IP addresses that the home carrier is configured to
block.

Further, in still another respect, disclosed is a policy server
that is configured to control data service for mobile terminals
that subscribe to service of a home carrier. In accordance with
the disclosure, the policy server may include a network com-
munication interface, a processing unit, data storage, and
program instructions stored in the data storage and executable
by the processing unit to carry out operations of the methods
disclosed. For instance, the instructions may be executable to
receive via the network communication interface a signaling
message indicative of attachment of one of the mobile termi-
nals with a cell site, to respond to the signaling message by
making a determination of whether (i) the cell site is of a
roaming carrier rather than of the home carrier and (ii) the cell
site is located within a threshold distance of a cell site of the
home carrier, and, based on the determination, to cause the
home carrier to select and assign to the mobile terminal an IP
address as discussed above.

These as well as other aspects, advantages, and alternatives
will become apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art by
reading the following detailed description, with reference
where appropriate to the accompanying drawings. Further, it
should be understood that the descriptions provided in this
overview and below are intended to illustrate the invention by
way of example only and not by way of limitation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a simplified diagram of an arrangement in which
features of the present disclosure can be implemented.

FIG. 2 is asimplified block diagram of an example network
arrangement.

FIG. 3 is a simplified block diagram of another example
network arrangement.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart depicting example operations in
accordance with the disclosure.

FIG. 5 is another flow chart depicting example operations
in accordance with the disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a simplified block diagram of an example policy
server operable in accordance with the disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to the drawings, as noted above, FIG. 1 is a
simplified diagram of an arrangement in which features ofthe
present disclosure can be implemented. As shown, the
arrangement includes a mobile terminal 12, a home carrier
system 14, and a roaming carrier system 16. Consistent with
the discussion above, the home carrier system 14 includes a
representative home carrier base station 18, which radiates to
provide a home carrier coverage area 20, and representative
home carrier network infrastructure 22, which provides con-
nectivity with one or more packet-switched networks 24.
Further, the roaming carrier system 16 includes a representa-
tive roaming carrier base station 26, which radiates to provide
a roaming carrier coverage area 28, and representative roam-
ing carrier network infrastructure 30 (which, though not
shown, may also provide connectivity with the packet-
switched network(s) 24). In addition, as shown, the roaming
carrier network infrastructure 22 is communicatively linked
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with the home carrier network infrastructure 26, to facilitate
exchange of control and bearer data between the carriers’
networks.

In this arrangement, we assume that the home carrier sys-
tem 14 is provided by a home carrier, the roaming carrier
system 16 is provided by a roaming carrier that has a roaming
agreement with the home carrier, and the mobile terminal 12
subscribes to service of the home carrier. Further, we assume
that the mobile terminal is currently not within any coverage
of the home carrier system (including coverage of home
carrier base station 22) that is sufficiently strong to trigger
attachment with the home carrier. However, we assume that
the mobile terminal is within sufficiently strong coverage of
roaming carrier base station 26 to trigger attachment with that
roaming carrier base station 26.

With such an arrangement, as described above, the mobile
terminal may transmit an attach request over the air to the
roaming carrier base station 26, which may trigger signaling
to the roaming carrier network infrastructure 30 and in turn to
the home carrier network infrastructure 22. The home carrier
network infrastructure 22 may then authenticate and autho-
rize the mobile terminal for service. Further, the home carrier
network infrastructure 22 may assign an IP address for use by
the mobile terminal to communicate on the packet-switched
network. In practice, the home carrier network infrastructure
22 may select this IP address from a default pool of IP
addresses available for assignment to mobile terminals and
may direct use of the selected IP address by the mobile ter-
minal.

Upon thus becoming attached via the roaming carrier base
station 26 and being assigned an IP address by the home
carrier network infrastructure 22, the mobile terminal may
then use the assigned IP address to engage in packet-data
communication on the packet-switched network via a path
that extends via the roaming carrier base station 26, the roam-
ing carrier network infrastructure 30, and the home carrier
network infrastructure 22.

As discussed above, the present disclosure provides for
limiting data service for a mobile terminal that is roaming
near coverage of a home cell site, by allowing such a mobile
terminal to be served by the roaming carrier but assigning to
the mobile terminal an IP address that the home carrier is
configured to block.

In the arrangement of FIG. 1, for instance, when mobile
terminal 12 seeks to attach via the roaming carrier base station
26 and associated signaling therefore passes to the home
carrier network infrastructure 22, the home carrier network
infrastructure 22 may authenticate and authorize the mobile
terminal for service. Further, in that attachment process or
perhaps in response to a related request for assignment of an
IP address to the mobile terminal, the home carrier network
infrastructure 22 will assign an IP address to the mobile
terminal. But in doing so, the home carrier network infra-
structure 22 will determine that the mobile terminal is being
served by a roaming carrier’s cell site (e.g., is attached via the
roaming carrier’s cell site or is attempting to so attach) and
that the roaming carrier’s cell site is threshold close to a cell
site of the home carrier, and the home carrier network infra-
structure 22 will responsively select as the IP address to
assign to the mobile terminal an IP address that the home
carrier is configured to block. As a result, although the mobile
terminal will thus be attached via the roaming carrier cell site
and will have an assigned IP address, the home carrier may
then block IP communication to and from that address, thus
helping to minimize roaming charges.

This process can apply in any of a variety of specific
network configurations. Two examples will be discussed
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next, by reference to FIGS. 2 and 3. But it will be understood
that numerous variations are possible, both within the specif-
ics of the arrangements discussed and generally allowing for
other network arrangements and processes.

FIG. 2 depicts an example “3G” network arrangement. In
this example arrangement, the home carrier base station 18
and roaming carrier base station 26 may be base transceiver
stations (BTSs), access nodes (ANs), NodeBs, or the like, and
the home carrier coverage area 20 and roaming carrier cover
area 28 may each be compliant with an air interface protocol
such as Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) or Global
System for Mobile Communication (GSM), for instance. The
home carrier network infrastructure 22 then includes a radio
network controller (RNC) 32 that controls aspects of home
carrier base station operation, a packet data serving node
(PDSN) 34 that provides connectivity with one or more
packet-switched network(s) 24, an authentication, authoriza-
tion, and accounting (AAA) server 36 that functions as a
policy server, and a Mobile-IP home agent (HA) 38 that
provides IP address assignment. Further, the roaming carrier
network infrastructure 30 likewise includes an RNC 40 that
controls aspects of roaming carrier base station operation, and
a PDSN 42 that provides connectivity with the packet-
switched network(s) 24.

With this arrangement, when mobile terminal 12 does not
detect sufficient home carrier coverage but detects sufficient
coverage of roaming carrier base station 26, the mobile ter-
minal may transmit an access request or connection request
over the air to the roaming carrier base station 26, which the
roaming carrier base station 26 may forward to the roaming
carrier RNC 32. The roaming carrier RNC 40 may then direct
the roaming carrier base station 26 to establish a radio-link
layer connection over the air interface with the mobile termi-
nal, and the roaming carrier base station 26 may do so.

Provided with that radio-link layer connection, the mobile
terminal may then engage in signaling with the roaming car-
rier PDSN 42 to establish a data-link layer connection. In
particular, the mobile terminal may transmit via the roaming
carrier base station 26 to the roaming carrier RNC 40 a
request to establish a point-to-point protocol (PPP) session
with the roaming carrier PDSN 42, and the roaming carrier
RNC 40 would send an associated registration request to the
roaming carrier PDSN 42. This PPP session request and asso-
ciated registration request may carry an identifier of the
mobile terminal, such as a network access identifier, which
also indicates the mobile terminal’s home carrier. Based on
that identifier or other data, the roaming carrier PDSN 42 may
therefore signal to the mobile terminal’s home carrier AAA
server 36 for authorization. Thus, the roaming carrier PDSN
42 may transmit a RADIUS request to the home carrier AAA
server 36 seeking authorization to serve the mobile terminal.
Upon successful authorization, signaling may then pass back
to the roaming carrier PDSN 42 and ultimately to the mobile
terminal to complete data-link layer establishment.

Having an established radio-link layer connection with the
roaming carrier base station 26 and a data-link layer connec-
tion with the roaming carrier PDSN 42, the mobile terminal
may then engage in signaling to establish a network-layer
connection through which to engage in communication on the
packet-switched network(s) 24. In particular, the mobile ter-
minal may transmit to the roaming carrier PDSN 42 a Mobile-
IP registration request destined to the home carrier HA 38,
and the roaming carrier PDSN 42, acting as a Mobile-IP
foreign agent (FA), may forward that request to the home
carrier HA 38. The home carrier HA 38 may then select an IP
address to assign to the mobile terminal, record a binding
between that selected IP address and a care-of address (such
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as an IP address of the roaming carrier PDSN 42), and send a
reply to the mobile terminal specifying the assigned IP
address.

Provided with the assigned IP address, the mobile terminal
may then use that IP address to engage in communication on
the packet-switched network(s) 24. In particular, the mobile
terminal may transmit packet-data from that IP address to a
destination IP address, and that packet-data may flow via the
roaming carrier base station 26, the roaming carrier RNC 40,
and the roaming carrier PDSN 42 to the home carrier HA 38
and via the packet-switched network(s) 42 to its destination.
Further, when another party transmits data to the mobile
terminal’s assigned IP address, that data may flow over the
packet-switched network(s) 24 to the home carrier HA 38,
and the home carrier HA 38 may forward that data to the
roaming carrier PDSN 42 for transmission via the roaming
carrier RNC 40 and roaming carrier base station 26 to the
mobile terminal.

In accordance with the present disclosure, the home carrier
AAA server 36 in this arrangement can function as a policy
server, to cause the home carrier HA 38 to assign to the mobile
terminal an IP address that the home carrier is configured to
block, in a situation where the mobile terminal is served by a
roaming carrier cell site that is threshold close to home carrier
coverage.

To facilitate this in an example implementation, the AAA
server 36 may include or otherwise have access to data that
indicates for each of a plurality of roaming carrier cell sites
(e.g., base stations and/or their associated coverage range)
whether the roaming carrier cell site is within a threshold
distance from home carrier coverage. Such data could be
established through engineering input or otherwise based on
geographic location of various roaming carrier cell sites and
home carrier cell sites, with the threshold distance being a
distance of about three miles (e.g., a distance in the range of
one mile to five miles) and could take various forms. For
instance, the data could list roaming carrier cell sites by
cell-site identifier (e.g., base station identifier) and, for each
roaming carrier cell site provide a Boolean indication of
whether the roaming carrier cell site is within the threshold
distance of home carrier coverage. Alternatively, the data
could specify a geographic location of each roaming carrier
cell site and could specify geographic scope of home carrier
coverage.

Further, when the roaming carrier RNC 40 signals to the
roaming carrier PDSN 42 for the mobile terminal (e.g., when
the mobile terminal is seeking to establish a data-link layer
connection), the RNC 40 may include in the signaling an
identifier of the roaming carrier base station 26 at issue. And
the roaming carrier PDSN 42 may pass that roaming carrier
base station identifier along in its RADIUS request to the
home carrier AAA server 36.

Upon receipt of that signaling from the roaming carrier
PDSN 42, the home carrier AAA server 36 may determine
that the mobile terminal is roaming by the fact that the
RADIUS request comes from a PDSN IP address of a roam-
ing carrier. Alternatively, the home carrier AAA server 36
may be one specifically provided by the home carrier for
serving roaming carriers, in which case the fact that that is the
AAA server at issue may implicitly amount to a determina-
tion that the mobile terminal at issue is roaming. Further, the
home carrier AAA server 36 may read the roaming carrier
cell-site identifier from the RADIUS message and may per-
form a lookup in the coverage data discussed above, to deter-
mine whether the roaming carrier cell site serving the mobile
terminal is threshold close to home carrier coverage.
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Ifthe home carrier AAA server 36 thereby determines that
the mobile terminal is being served by a roaming carrier cell
site that is threshold close to home carrier coverage, then the
home carrier AAA server 36 may in turn send a RADIUS
message to the home carrier HA 38 directing the home carrier
HA 38 to assign to the mobile terminal an IP address that the
home carrier is configured to block. Consequently, when the
home carrier HA 38 receives from the mobile terminal a
Mobile-IP registration request, the home carrier HA 38 may
responsively assign to the mobile terminal an IP address that
the home carrier is configured to block.

This is to be contrasted with a situation where the home
carrier AAA server 36 receives such signaling for a mobile
terminal that is served by a home carrier base station or that is
served by a roaming carrier base station that is not threshold
close to home carrier coverage. In that situation, the AAA
server 36 may not send any special directive to the home
carrier HA 38 or may specifically direct the home carrier HA
38 to assign to the mobile terminal a normal, default IP
address. Thus, when the home carrier HA 38 receives from
the mobile terminal a Mobile-IP registration request, the
home carrier HA 38 may then assign to the mobile terminal an
IP address that the home carrier is not configured to block.

To facilitate this further, the home carrier HA 38 may
include or have access to multiple pools of IP addresses,
including one or more default pools of IP addresses and one or
more pools of IP addresses that the home carrier HA is set to
block. In particular, the home carrier HA 38 may be pro-
grammed with different access control logic for these pools of
IP addresses. For each default pool of IP addresses, the access
control logic may not provide for blocking of communication
(or may provide for a limited first extent of blocking),
whereas for each pool of IP addresses to be blocked, the
access control logic may provide that the home carrier HA 38
should prevent outbound and/or inbound communication
from such IP addresses (e.g., complete blocking or a more
extensive second extent of blocking). In either case, there may
be exceptions for emergency calling and the like.

Thus, with the present process, in response to determining
that the mobile terminal is being served by a roaming carrier
cell site and that the roaming carrier cell site is located within
a threshold distance of home carrier coverage (e.g., of a base
station or of base station coverage provided by the home
carrier), the home carrier HA 38 may assign to the mobile
terminal an IP address that the home carrier is configured to
block, and the home carrier HA 38 may accordingly block
data communication to and/or from that IP address. Advan-
tageously with this arrangement, as noted above, the mobile
terminal would thus still be able to be served by the roaming
carrier, but the home carrier could prevent IP communication
to and from the mobile terminal during that service.

FIG. 3 next depicts an example “4G” network arrange-
ment. In this example arrangement, the home carrier base
station 18 and roaming carrier base station 26 may be evolved
Node-Bs (eNodeBs) or the like, and the home carrier cover-
age area 20 and roaming carrier cover area 28 may each be
compliant with an air interface protocol such as Long Term
Evolution (LTE) (an Orthogonal Frequency Division Mul-
tiple Access (OFDMA) protocol). The home carrier network
infrastructure 22 then includes a serving gateway (SGW) 44
interfaced with the home carrier base station 18, a packet data
network gateway (PGW) 46 interfaced with the SGW and
providing connectivity with the packet-switched network(s)
24, a mobility management entity (MME) 48 interfaced with
the SGW 44 and with the home carrier base station 18, and a
policy and charging rules function (PCRF) 50 interfaced with
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the PGW 46 and functioning as a policy server. Further, the
roaming carrier network infrastructure 30 likewise includes
an SGW 52 and an MME 54.

With this arrangement, when mobile terminal 12 does not
detect sufficient home carrier coverage but detects sufficient
coverage of roaming carrier base station 26, the mobile ter-
minal may transmit to the roaming carrier base station 26 an
attach request, including an identifier of the mobile terminal
(e.g., international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI)) and an
identifier of the mobile terminal’s home carrier (e.g., public
land mobile network (PLMN) identifier (H-PLMN ID),
which the roaming carrier base station 26 may pass to the
roaming carrier MME 54. The roaming carrier MME 54 may
then responsively transmit to the roaming carrier SGW a
create_session request, including the mobile terminal pro-
vided information as well as a global identifier of the roaming
carrier cell site that incorporates both an identifier of the
roaming carrier (e.g., visited PLMN ID (V-PLMN ID)) and a
cell-site ID.

Based on the included information indicating that this is a
roaming mobile terminal, the roaming carrier SGW 52 may
then responsively transmit a corresponding create_session
request to the mobile terminal’s home carrier PGW 46, simi-
larly including the mobile terminal provided information and
the global cell identifier. In turn, the home carrier PGW 46
may then send to the home carrier PCRF 50 a DIAMETER
message that similarly includes the mobile terminal provided
information and the global cell identifier and that seeks autho-
rization and an indication of any applicable policy rules. And
the home carrier PCRF 50 may then respond to the home
carrier PGW 46 with a directive for the home carrier PGW 46
to assign an IP address to the mobile terminal. Thus, the home
carrier PCRF 50 may select an IP address to assign to the
mobile terminal, record a binding between that IP address and
the mobile terminal, and send to the roaming carrier SGW 52
a create_session response specifying the assigned IP address.
The roaming carrier SGW 52 may then signal in turn to the
roaming carrier MME 54, which may signal in turn to the
roaming carrier base station 26, which may signal in turn to
the mobile terminal, providing the mobile terminal with the
assigned IP address.

Provided with this assigned [P address, the mobile terminal
may then use the IP address to engage in communication on
the packet-switched network(s) 24. In particular, the mobile
terminal may transmit packet-data from that IP address to a
destination IP address, and that packet-data may flow via the
roaming carrier base station 26 and the roaming carrier SGW
52 to the home carrier PGW 46 and via the packet-switched
network(s) 42 to its destination. Further, when another party
transmits data to the mobile terminal’s assigned IP address,
that data may flow over the packet-switched network(s) 24 to
the home carrier PGW 46, and the home carrier PGW 46 may
forward that data to the roaming carrier SGW 52 for trans-
mission via the roaming carrier base station 26 to the mobile
terminal.

In accordance with the present disclosure, in this arrange-
ment, the home carrier PCRF 50 can function as a policy
server, to cause the home carrier PGW 46 to assign to the
mobile terminal an IP address that the home carrier is config-
ured to block, in a situation where the mobile terminal is
served by a roaming carrier cell site that is threshold close to
home carrier coverage.

To facilitate this in an example implementation, the home
carrier PCRF 50 may include or otherwise have access to data
like that discussed above, indicating for each of a plurality of
roaming carrier cell sites whether the roaming carrier cell site
is within a threshold distance from home carrier coverage.
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Upon receipt of the DIAMETER message from the home
carrier PGW 46, the home carrier PCRF 50 may thus deter-
mine that the mobile terminal is roaming by the fact that
specified V-PLMN 1D is a roaming carrier’s PLMN ID. Fur-
ther, the home carrier PCRF 50 may read the roaming carrier
cell-site identifier from the DIAMETER message and may
perform a lookup in the coverage data discussed above, to
determine whether the roaming carrier cell site serving the
mobile terminal is threshold close to home carrier coverage.

If the home carrier PCRF 50 thereby determines that the
mobile terminal is being served by a roaming carrier cell site
that is threshold close to home carrier coverage, then the
home carrier PCRF 50 may responsively send to the home
carrier PGW a DIAMETER message that directs the home
carrier PGW 46 to assign to the mobile terminal an [P address
that the home carrier PGW 46 is configured to block. And the
home carrier PGW 46 may do so, assigning an IP address
from a pool of IP addresses that the home carrier PGW 46 is
configured to block. Further, as with the process above, this is
to be distinguished from a situation where a mobile terminal
seeks access via a home carrier base station or via a roaming
carrier base station that is not threshold close to home cover-
age, in which case the home carrier PGW 46 may instead
assign an [P address from a default pool of IP addresses.

Thus, here as in the above process, in response to deter-
mining that the mobile terminal is being served by a roaming
carrier cell site and that the roaming carrier cell site is located
within a threshold distance of home carrier coverage (e.g., of
a base station or of base station coverage provided by the
home carrier), the home carrier may assign to the mobile
terminal an IP address that the home carrier is configured to
block, and the home carrier may accordingly block data com-
munication to and/or from that IP address. And again, advan-
tageously, the mobile terminal would thus still be able to be
served by the roaming carrier, but the home carrier could
prevent IP communication to and from the mobile terminal
during that service.

FIG. 4 is next a flow chart depicting operations that can be
carried out in an example implementation of this process, to
limit data service for a mobile terminal that subscribes to
service of a home carrier but that is served by a roaming
carrier while near coverage provided the home carrier. As
shown in FIG. 4, at block 56, the home carrier determines that
the mobile terminal that subscribes to service of the home
carrier is being served by a cell site of the roaming carrier and
that the cell site of the roaming carrier is located within a
threshold distance of a cell site of the home carrier. And at
block 58, responsive to that determination, the home carrier
assigns to the mobile terminal an IP address that the home
carrier is configured to block. Thus, the IP address to the
mobile terminal facilitates the mobile terminal being served
by the roaming carrier, while assignment to the mobile ter-
minal of the IP address that the home carrier is configured to
block enables the home carrier to prevent IP communication
to and from the mobile terminal while the mobile terminal is
served by the roaming carrier.

In line with the discussion above, this process can be trig-
gered by the home carrier server (e.g., AAA server or PCRF)
receiving a signaling message indicative of attachment by the
mobile terminal with the roaming carrier’s cell site (e.g., a
message that indicates the mobile terminal is so attached or is
attaching or the like). Thus, the determining step can occur in
response to receiving that signaling message (e.g., as a result
of receiving that signaling message). And as discussed above,
the signaling message could include an identifier of the roam-
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ing carrier, and determining that the mobile terminal is being
served by the roaming carrier’s cell site can then be based on
the included identifier of the roaming carrier. Further, signal-
ing message could include an identifier of the roaming carri-
er’s cell site, and determining that the roaming carrier’s cell
site is located within the threshold distance of a cell site of the
home carrier can then be based on the included identifier of
the roaming carrier’s cell site.

FIG. 5 is next a flow chart depicting operations that can be
carried out in another example implementation of this pro-
cess, to control data service for mobile terminals that sub-
scribe to service of a home carrier. As shown in FIG. 5, at
block 60 a home carrier server receives a signaling message
indicative of attachment of one of the mobile terminals with a
cell site. At block 62, the home carrier server then respon-
sively makes a determination of whether (i) the cell site is of
a roaming carrier rather than of the home carrier and (ii) the
cell site is located within a threshold distance of a cell site of
the home carrier. And based on the determination, the home
carrier selects and assigns to the mobile terminal an IP
address. In particular, ifthe determination is affirmative, then,
at block 64, the home carrier selects and assigns to the mobile
terminal an IP address from a pool of IP addresses that the
home carrier is configured to block. But if the determination
is negative, then, at block 66, the home carrier selects and
assigns to the mobile terminal an IP address from a default
pool of IP addresses rather than from the pool of IP addresses
that the home carrier is configured to block.

Finally, FIG. 6 is a simplified block diagram of a policy
server depicting some of the components that such an entity
can include in an example implementation, to control data
service for mobile terminals that subscribe to service of a
home carrier. As shown, the example policy server includes a
network communication interface 68 a processing unit 70,
and data storage 72, all of which may be communicatively
linked together by a system bus, network, or other connection
mechanism 74.

Network communication interface 68 may comprise an
Ethernet or other type of network interface for engaging in
communication with various other entities as discussed
above. Processing unit 70 may then comprise one or more
general purpose or special purpose processors (e.g., micro-
processors or digital signal processors). And data storage 72
may comprise one or more volatile and/or non-volatile non-
transitory storage components, such as magnetic, optical, or
flash storage, and may be integrated in whole or in part with
processing unit 70.

As further shown, data storage 70 then holds program
instructions 76 (e.g., machine language instructions or the
like), which may be executable by processing unit 70 to carry
out various operations as described above. For example, the
operations may include receiving via the network communi-
cation interface 68 a signaling message indicative of attach-
ment of one of the mobile terminals with a cell site. Further,
the operations may include, responsive to the signaling mes-
sage, making a determination of whether (i) the cell site is of
a roaming carrier rather than of the home carrier and (ii) the
cell site is located within a threshold distance of a cell site of
the home carrier. And the operations may include, based on
the determination, causing the home carrier to select and
assign to the mobile terminal an Internet Protocol (IP) address
in the manner discussed above.

Exemplary embodiments have been described above.
Those skilled in the art will understand, however, that
changes and modifications may be made to these embodi-
ments without departing from the true scope and spirit of the
invention.
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We claim:
1. A method of limiting data service for a mobile terminal
that subscribes to service of a home carrier but that is served
by a roaming carrier while near coverage provided the home
carrier, the method comprising:
making a determination by the home carrier of whether the
mobile terminal that subscribes to service of the home
carrier is being served by a cell site of the roaming
carrier and the cell site of the roaming carrier is located
within a threshold distance of a cell site of the home
carrier;
if the determination is affirmative, then assigning by the
home carrier to the mobile terminal an Internet Protocol
(IP) address that the home carrier is configured to block,
whereby assignment of the IP address to the mobile
terminal facilitates the mobile terminal being served by
the roaming carrier, while assignment to the mobile
terminal of the IP address that the home carrier is con-
figured to block enables the home carrier to prevent IP
communication to and from the mobile terminal while
the mobile terminal is served by the roaming carrier; and

if the determination is negative, then the assigning by the
home carrier to the mobile terminal an IP address that the
home carrier is not configured to block.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving into
a home carrier server a signaling message indicative of
attachment by the mobile terminal with the roaming carrier’s
cell site, wherein the determining occurs in response to
receiving the signaling message.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the signaling message
includes an identifier of the roaming carrier, and wherein
determining that the mobile terminal is being served by the
roaming carrier’s cell site is based on the included identifier
of the roaming carrier.

4. The method of claim 2, wherein the signaling message
includes an identifier of the roaming carrier’s cell site, and
wherein determining that the roaming carrier’s cell site is
located within the threshold distance of a cell site of the home
carrier is based on the included identifier of the roaming
carrier’s cell site.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the home carrier server
has access to data that indicates respectively for each of a
plurality of roaming carrier cell sites whether the roaming
carrier cell site is within the threshold distance of an access
network of the home carrier, and wherein determining that the
roaming carrier’s cell site is located within the threshold
distance of a cell site of the home carrier is based on reference
to the data.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the threshold distance is
between 1 mile and 5 miles.

7. The method of claim 5, wherein the data indicates
respectively for each of a plurality of roaming carrier cell sites
whether the roaming carrier cell site is within the threshold
distance of a cell site of the home carrier by specifying (i)
geographic location respectively of each of the roaming car-
rier cell sites and (ii) geographic location of one or more home
carrier cell sites, and wherein determining that the roaming
carrier cell site is located within the threshold distance of a
cell site of the home carrier comprises:

determining based on the data whether the geographic

location of the roaming carrier cell site identified in the
signaling message is within the threshold distance of the
geographic location of the one or more home carrier cell
sites.

8. The method of claim 2, wherein the home carrier server
is a policy and charging rules function (PCRF), and wherein
the signaling message is a create_session request provided to
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the PCRF from a packet data network gateway (PGW) of the
home carrier in response to a create_session request that the
PGW receives from a serving gateway (SGW) of the roaming
carrier when the mobile terminal seeks to attach with the
roaming carrier’s cell site.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein assigning to the mobile
terminal the IP address that the home carrier is configured to
block comprises the PCRF directing the PGW to assign to the
mobile terminal an IP address that the PGW is configured to
block, wherein the PGW responds to the directing by assign-
ing to the mobile terminal an IP address that the PGW is
configured to block,

the method further comprising the PGW then blocking

communication to or from the assigned IP address.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the PGW has access to
a pool of IP addresses that the PGW is configured to block,
wherein directing the PGW to assign to the mobile terminal
the IP address that the PGW is configured to block comprises
directing the PGW to assign to the mobile terminal an IP
address selected from the pool, and wherein assigning to the
mobile terminal the IP address that the PGW is configured to
block comprises (1) selecting an IP address from the pool, and
(ii) assigning the selected IP address to the mobile terminal.

11. The method of claim 2, wherein the home carrier server
is an authentication, authorization, and accounting (AAA)
server, and wherein the signaling message is received from a
packet data serving node (PDSN) when the mobile terminal
seeks to attach with the roaming carrier’s cell site.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the AAA server is an
AAA server specifically in place to serve one or more roam-
ing carrier networks, wherein determining that the mobile
terminal is being served by a cell site of the roaming carrier is
based on the AAA server being the home carrier server that
receives the signaling message.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein assigning to the
mobile terminal the IP address that the home carrier is con-
figured to block comprises the AAA server directing a
Mobile-IP home agent to assign to the mobile terminal an [P
address that the home agent is configured to block, wherein
the home agent responds to the directing by assigning to the
mobile terminal an IP address that the home agent is config-
ured to block,

the method further comprising the home agent then block-

ing communication to or from the assigned IP address.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising receiving
into the home agent a Mobile-IP registration request from the
mobile terminal, wherein assigning to the mobile terminal the
1P address that the home agent is configured to block com-
prises specifying to the mobile terminal, in a response to the
Mobile IP registration request, the assigned IP address that
the home agent is configured to block.

15. The method of claim 13, wherein the home agent has
access to a pool of IP addresses that the home agent is con-
figured to block, wherein directing the home agent to assign
to the mobile terminal the IP address that the home agent is
configured to block comprises directing the home agent to
assign to the mobile terminal an IP address selected from the
pool, and wherein assigning to the mobile terminal the IP
address that the home agent is configured to block comprises
(1) selecting an IP address from the pool, and (ii) assigning the
selected IP address to the mobile terminal.

16. A method of controlling data service for mobile termi-
nals that subscribe to service of a home carrier, the method
comprising:

receiving into a home carrier server a signaling message

indicative of attachment of one of the mobile terminals
with a cell site;
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responsive to the signaling message, making a determina-
tion by the home carrier server of whether (i) the cell site
is of aroaming carrier rather than of the home carrier and
(ii) the cell site is located within a threshold distance of
a cell site of the home carrier;

based on the determination, the home carrier selecting and
assigning to the mobile terminal an Internet Protocol
(IP) address, wherein if the determination is affirmative,
then the home carrier selects and assigns to the mobile
terminal an IP address from a pool of IP addresses that
the home carrier is configured to block, but if the deter-
mination is negative, then the home carrier selects and
assigns to the mobile terminal an IP address from a
default pool of IP addresses rather than from the pool of
IP addresses that the home carrier is configured to block.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the home carrier
server is a policy and charging rules function (PCRF), and
wherein assigning to the mobile terminal the IP address that
the home carrier is configured to block comprises the PCRF
directing a home carrier packet data network gateway (PGW)
to assign to the mobile terminal an IP address that the PGW is
configured to block, wherein the PGW responds to the direct-
ing by assigning to the mobile terminal an IP address that the
PGW is configured to block,

the method further comprising the PGW then blocking

communication to or from the assigned IP address.

18. The method of claim 16, wherein the home carrier
server an authentication, authorization, and accounting
(AAA) server, and wherein assigning to the mobile terminal
the IP address that the home carrier is configured to block
comprises the AAA server directing a Mobile-IP home agent
to assign to the mobile terminal an IP address that the home
agent is configured to block, wherein the home agent
responds to the directing by assigning to the mobile terminal
an P address that the home agent is configured to block,

the method further comprising the home agent then block-

ing communication to or from the assigned IP address.

19. A policy server configured to control data service for
mobile terminals that subscribe to service of a home carrier,
the policy server comprising:

a network communication interface;

a processing unit;

data storage; and

program instructions stored in the data storage and execut-

able by the processing unit to carry out operations com-

prising:

receiving via the network communication interface a
signaling message indicative of attachment of one of
the mobile terminals with a cell site,

responsive to the signaling message, making a determi-
nation of whether (i) the cell site is of a roaming
carrier rather than of the home carrier and (ii) the cell
site is located within a threshold distance of a cell site
of the home carrier, and

based on the determination, causing the home carrier to
select and assign to the mobile terminal an Internet
Protocol (IP) address, wherein if the determination is
affirmative, then the IP address is selected from a pool
of IP addresses that the home carrier is configured to
block, but if the determination is negative, then the IP
address is selected from a default pool of IP addresses
rather than from the pool of IP addresses that the home
carrier is configured to block.

20. The policy server of claim 19, wherein the policy server
is selected from the group consisting of a policy and charging
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rules function (PCRF) and an authentication, authorization,
and accounting (AAA) server.

#* #* #* #* #*

16



